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F. P. A. Luncheon Discussion 
The second of the 1923-24 New York series 
Hotel Astor 
Saturday, November 17, at 12:45 sharp 


Subject: THE FRaNcO-GERMAN Crisis: The 
Hughes-Curzon Proposals and America’s Re- 
sponsibility. 

Speakers: Mr. M. E. RavaGe, author of “The 
Malady of Europe.” Hon. Lesseus R. 
WILFLEY. Member of the New York Bar; At- 
torney-General, Philippines, 1901-1906. 

Mr. James G. McDONALD, Chairman. 
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LET THE CONFERENCE BE HELD 





HE success of Secretary Hughes’ pro- 

posal for an economic study of Ger- 
many’s capacity to pay is hanging in the 
balance. Poincaré, in his address of last 
Sunday, and in his message to the French 
Ambassador at Washington, reiterated 
his refusal to permit the proposed advis- 
ory commission to discuss the reduction of 
Germany’s total obligations, unless the 
question of inter-Allied debts is also 
to be considered. He also reaffirmed his 
determination to bar any discussion of 
the legality or wisdom of the French con- 
trol of the Ruhr. Washington is reported 
to consider that such limitations if in- 
sisted upon, would make the conference 
abortive. Unfortunately, Ambassador 
Herrick’s address, delivered at the French 
Memorial Service on November 4, two 
days after his return to Paris fresh from 
conferences at the State Department, may 
be interpreted so diversely as to confuse 
rather than to clarify public opinion here 
and abroad as to the attitude of our gov- 
ernment. 


In the meantime, France is facing an 
increasing degree of isolation. Belgium 
has openly turned against the Separatists 
in the Rhineland and definitely favors the 
Anglo-American point of view on the pro- 
posed economic conference. But Poincaré, 
clinging to his legal treaty rights, confi- 
dent of his military power to maintain 
his policy and counting on a continuation 
of the division of opinion in Britain and 
America, refuses to make any concession. 
Call it stubbornness, call it consistency 
as you will—the result is a defiance of 
the sober public opinion of the world. 


C. M. 





The closing remarks of Mr. James G. 
McDonald, in his address of last Saturday 
at the Hotel Astor bear so closely upon 


this situation that we reprint them here- 
with.* 

After sketching generally the situation 
in Europe, estimating Germany’s efforts 
to pay, commenting on France’s reception 
of these efforts and the growing cleavage 
between Britain and France, Mr. McDon- 
ald concluded as follows: 


“Only the blind will deny that Britain 
is drifting steadily away from her late 
ally towards her recent enemy. But does 
a British policy of drifting towards an 
open breach with France and towards a 
new alignment mean peace or merely in- 
creased bitterness and ultimately new 
wars? No one can tell. If Britain were 
prepared to move promptly and decisively 
the force of disintegration might be 
checked. If we, as a people, were pre- 
pared to do more than to offer our advice 
and emphasize our disinterestedness, Bri- 
tain could and would, I am convinced, go 
almost any length to work out with us 
&@ common program. Such a program 
achieved, an irresistible appeal could be 
made to the better judgment of the 
French people. 

“But Britain is not ready to move effect- 
ively. We are not ready to help substan- 
tially. Poincaré alone knows his mind. 
He alone sees his path clear before him. 
He alone has the courage and the single- 
mindedness of purpose to follow his 
chosen way to its logical end. 

“But is it possible that any considerable 
body of French opinion looks with equani- 
mity upon the political and economic dis- 
organization of Germany? Yes. French 
traditional claims to the Rhine as the na- 
tural frontier have not been forgotten. 
Some French leaders look forward to Ger- 
many as weak and decentralized as in 
1848. American and British talk of the 


* The full report of this first New York meeting of the 
1923-24 series is now on the press. 




















need for restoring the economic equilib- 
rium of Europe falls on deaf French ears. 
Many French leaders do not. believe that 
the restoration of Germany to her pre- 
war economic position in Europe is inevi- 
table, necessary or desirable. If modern 
industrial and political Germany was cre- 
ated by Bismarck, it can be disintegrated 
by Foch. Realists in French politics re- 
member that if Germany invaded France 
in 1914, Louis Napoleon plotted the weak- 
ening of the half-formed German Empire 
in 1870; that Napoleon Bonaparte, Louis 
the Fourteenth and Richelieu have all had 
as their aim the prevention of a united 
and strong Germany. 

“T make no charges. I do not know the 
mind of Poincaré. I merely state that in 
my judgment the logical end of Poincaré’s 
present policy, as evidenced by his actions 
and his speeches is, if unchecked, the po- 
litical and economic disintegration of the 
German Reich. 

“Is there no practicable way to check 
this policy or to modify it in the common 
interest of mankind and in the interest of 
France itself? Does the League of Nations 
offer a way? I wish I could say ‘yes’. The 
League has not been able to ameliorate, as 
President Wilson hoped, the rigors and 
the injustices of the peace settlement. It 
has not been able to exert its jurisdiction 
over the most flagrant source of danger to 
world peace. Whatever the League’s ulti- 
mate capacity may be, we must confess 
that today, it can do nothing which 
France is not willing for it to do. 


“You may answer, ‘had the United 
States been there, the issue would have 
been different.’ Perhaps, but we were not 
there and candor again requires the con- 
fession that we seem further from the 
League today than at any time since 1919. 


“We turn then to Secretary Hughes’ 
suggestion of an international conference 
to determine Germany’s capacity to pay. 
Incomplete, because Mr. Hughes refused 
to permit the discussion of inter-Allied 
debts, his proposal has been further weak- 
ened by Poincaré’s emasculatory reserva- 
tions. None the less, the Hughes idea in 
its present or some other form, seems to 
be the only immediately practicable step 
towards breaking the deadlock which is 
devastating Europe. Our public opinion 
should demand that the Administration 
insist on the proposed investigation, even 
if there should not be that unanimity of 
opinion among the Allies which Mr. 
Hughes desired. Only the fixation of Ger- 
many’s capacity on the basis of proved 
fact can offer a rational basis for the set- 
tlement of the reparations problem and 
that of inter-Allied debts. Even France 
should not be permitted to stand in the 
way of such a solution. 


“Let us also urge our government to take 
the lead in educating our people to a will- 
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ingness to be generous in the treatment of 
our Allied debtors, if that can be made the 
price of an orderly and genuinely peaceful 
Europe. Let us recognize that disinterest- 
edness and impartiality is not enough. We 
must be prepared to bear our share of re- 
sponsibility. Above all things, let us get 
into the habit of looking the facts of our 
international relations in the face. Let us 
deal with them as realities and not cloud 
our thinking by sentimental or romantic 
visions. America can and will once more 
when it sees the way, rise to the heights 
of enlightened and unselfish leadership. 
Let us, whatever our own particular pan- 
acea or formula may be, unite in as thor- 
oughgoing a study of the facts of our 
problem as lies within our power.” 


JAMES G. MCDONALD. 
An English Complaint 
HE following letter from one of the 
most prominent British financiers is 
interesting in the light of the charge 
sometimes made that the F. P. A. is lack- 
ing in sympathy towards France: 


“I am obliged for your interesting letter 
of September 6 about American conditions, 
which confirms the opinion I have held. I 
have had sent me recently one or two News 
Bulletins of the Foreign Policy Association. 
I do not know whether I am right, but their 
tone makes me feel that the Association is 
much more in favor of M. Poincaré’s policy 
than it is with England’s efforts to try and 
keep peace on the Continent; if so, I am 
very sorry. Your Association, I see, heads 
its paper as being ‘For a Liberal and Con- 
structive American Foreign Policy.’ One 
thing I can say for the British foreign pol- 
icy, however impotent it has been, and that 
is that it has been liberal and constructive in 
intention. Our desire is that the nations of 
Europe should live in peace and amity in the 
future and we think they could do that if 
they were wisely led. If America were pre- 
pared to support British policy everything 
could be done, but I know there is no pos- 
sibility of that at present. Nevertheless, I 
feel that an Association such as yours, which 
I gather is in favor of liberal principles and 
the League of Nations, might show perhaps 
a little more sympathy towards our cftrorts. 
Believe me, the ruling forces on the Conti- 
nent now are certainly not liberal or con- 
structive and in view of the events actually 
taking place at this moment on the Conti- 
nent, we have, I fear, to look forward to 
many years of chaotic conditions. 


“I may misunderstand you, but I should 
say, for instance, that an article over your 
signature in the Bulletin of October 12 shows 
that you yourself sympathize with M. Poin- 
caré’s policy. Do you regard that policy as 
liberal and constructive and, therefore, in 
line with the ideals of your Association?” 





Notwithstanding the very generous re- 
sponse to our appeal for funds to cover 
the cost of moving and of furnishing our 
new offices, there still remains two hun- 
dred dollars to be raised for this purpose. 
Contributions of any size will be welcome. 


Make checks payable to ROBERT H. GAR- 
DINER, Treasurer, 9 East 45th Street, New 
York. 
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